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OGC 78-7951
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

Associate Legislative Counsel

‘Assistant General Counsel

FROM

Application of §236 of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1970 (31 USsSC§1176)
to FIA

SUBJECT

1. The subject statute provides that whenever the
General Accounting Office has made a report containing
recommendations to the head of any federal agency, that
agency shall, within sixty days, submit a report to the
House and Senate Committees on Government Operations of
action taken with respect to the recommendations made, and
shall make a similar report to the Committees on Appropriations
in connection with the agency's next request for appropriations.
It is the opinion of this Office that this statute applies to
the Central Intelligence Agency, subject to the authority of
the Director of Central Intelligence under the National
Security Act and CIA Act to protect intelligence .,sources and
methods and to specially certify the expenditure of certain
funds pursuant to section 8 of the CIA Act.

2. The statute itself is broadly worded in terms which
make it applicable whenever GAO makes recommendations "to the
head of any federal agency." There is nothing within the
language of the statute itself or in its legislative history
which would offer a basis on which to conclude that CIA was
not intended to be included within the scope of "any federal
agency."

3. The Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 was the
first comprehensive statute to reorganize the federal legis~-
‘lature since the Legislative Reorganization Zct of 1946,
which was the first such enactment in the history of the
Congress. The comprehensive nature of this legislation,
dealing generally with the congressional committee system,
fiscal controls, sources of information, and the Congress as
an institution, make it difficult to lightly conclude that
its provisions were intended to apply in certain situations
but not in others. ' Lo o .

A-RDP8 1100980ROO1500040017¢1




Approved For Release 2006/12/04 : CIA-RDP81M00980R001500040017-4

circumstances described to the extent that this may be done
without eroding the DCI's responsibility to protect intelligence
sources and methods from unauthorized disclosure.
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